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• Why publish in a scientific journal

• Barriers to publishing

• How do I know I have something worth publishing

• Choosing a journal which fits my research work

• Tips for writing a scientific manuscript

• Scientific journal structure, review, acceptance an d publication
process
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-AGRICULTURE, ECOSYSTEMS & ENVIRONMENT
-SOIL BIOLOGY & BIOCHEMISTRY
-GEODERMA
http://www.elsevier.com/

-NUTRIENT CYCLING IN AGROECOSYSTEMS
http://www.ovid.com/

-EROPEAN JOURNAL OF SOIL SCIENCE
-PLANT AND SOIL
http://www.springer.com/

-SOIL USE AND MANAGEMENT
http://www.cabi-publishing.org/
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2005 Impact Factor =
(cites in 2005 to papers published in that
journal in 2003 + 2004) ÷ (no. of papers
published in that journal in 2003 + 2004)

9������<�3����
�
�
�����<����
������������
���3�
1����������!���
���:

What is a journal’s Impact Factor?
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The Impact Factor (IF) for 2005

� Citations in 2005 to 
articles published in:

� 2004 = 270
� 2003 = 359
� Sum: 629

Number of articles 
published in:

2004 =213 
2003 =189
Sum: 402

Calculation: 
Citations to recent articles 629 
Number of recent articles 402

http://isi10.isiknowledge.com/portal.cgi?DestApp=JCR&Func=Frame
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Cites in 
2004

2003 2002 2001 2000 1999

Year

Medical Journals

Molecular Biology Journals
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2003 2002 2001 2000 1999

Cites in 
2004

Ecology Journals

You canYou can ’’ t compare Impact Factors t compare Impact Factors 
across disciplines!across disciplines!

Year
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Impact factors may change over the years, as 
published on the ISI website

http://isi10.newisiknowledge.com/portal.cgi/jcr
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…Tables (stand alone)

···· Arrange so that values are compared down
columns if possible

· Provide a way of comparing means

···· Headnotes (under heading) are for general
comments/clarifications, e.g. definitions

 ···· Footnotes for single or minor items in
the table

···· Use the �Table� function in Word and use a separate cell 
for each value

 



Table 2. In-crop nitrogen mineralisation (kg/ha) during first sorghum test-crop 
following different species

Within columns, values followed by the same letter are not significantly different at 
P = 0.05.  For 1997, ANOVA was not significant at P = 0.05; however, residual 
indicated that transformation was required; log-transformed data were significant 

(P < 0.032)___________________________________________________________________
Treatment 1994 1995 1996 1997
___________________________________________________________________
Sorghum 10.8 14.2a 24.3A 13.5a
Mungbean - 21.8b 23.1 26.4ab

Siratro - 33.9c 51.6 53.0b
Lucerne - 23.0b 31.2 42.7ab

Lablab - 25.0b 37.3 49.3b
Desmanthus - 32.0c 26.1 25.3ab

l.s.d. (P = 0.05) 6.2 n.s.            31.2
__________________________________________________________
n.s., not significant (P > 0.05).
A Crop affected by fungal disease.
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…Figures (stand alone)

···· Prepare at approximate final size for printing: consider 
dimensions of journal page, whether format is one or 
two columns

···· Uniform lettering—8 pt plain 

· Avoid too much detail, e.g. too many lines on a graph, 
too many parts to a figure

· Don’t repeat captions unnecessarily

· Use a sans-serif font, e.g. Ariel, not Times

· Lines should be thin, not too thin: 0.5 pt 
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Science journal structure
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Photo of Oxford Street
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